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PATA IE INE. 
| THE FREACHER. 


‘Give attedance to Teuding; to exhortation, to doctrine.’ 


————— 















religious times? I desire to kt v, ; 
would m ider a man a heretiek, if @ 


di - 

Would it not be eaid thet such @ was 
wonderfully mistaken ? And wovld he not be 
advised to go immediately and get religion? 
A strange subject indeed ! 

I have something to say, relating to the doc- 
| trine of this text, which [ ardently desire to 
have weighed iu the balance of the sanctuary, 
by my hearers, and if found worthy a place 
| in your rememberance, to Rave it carefully 

A SERMON. treasured up. 
EY L. 8. EVERETT. | There are two ways in which we may con- 
“ForI am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, | sider our subject, eitaer of which would afford 
nor angels, por principalities, nor powers, nor things | puch instruction. The first is, to contemplate 
present, nor things to come, nor heighth nor depth, nor : 2 Se > 
avy other creature, sha!! be able to separate us from the confidence here expressed, as originating 
the loveof Ged, which is im Christ Jesus our Lord”— | in the creature. The second, to consider it ag 
Rom viii. 38, 39. | arising from certain evidences of the perfectid» 
A moment before these words of the apos- | or infallibility of Divine Love, I prefer to 
tle, he says, “ Who shall separate us from the | speak of it, as being predicated on some know- 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, | ledge, obtained and enjoyed by the apostle, of 
or persecution, or famine or nakedness, or peril, the nature and object of divingy eve, which » 
or sword?” Ah! he exclaims, in a moment necessarily would excite his joy, gratitude and 
| 
| 


































































of rapture—“ For thy sake we are killéd all | confidence. ; 
the day long ; we are accounted as sheep for Ten particulars seem to present themselves 
the slaughter.” But he was persuaded, that | to the mind for prayer! .1 contemplationy — 
is, convinced in his own mind, that nothing | First—Tfe apostle was persuaded that dgath 
could separate him from the love of his Re- | could not separate him from the love of God, 
deemer. Who would not willingly endure Itis not at ali surprising, that the mind of 
the sufferings of Paul, if he could but enjoy | that great man, should at first turn on the sub- 
this holy confidence ? He does not merely | ject of death. For, that i# an event, which 
hope that he has a well-founded hope in Christ | deeply coucerns us all. Its certainty is Caleu- 
—he is fully persuaded of a trath, calculated | lated to present it frequently to our minds,— 
to quell every murmur, and dissipate every | while the uncertainty of the time when it shall 
gloomy doubt! Ah, he knows that his Re- | approach, is enough to admonish us to be ever 
deémer liveth—or, as he expresses it in ano- | ready to meet it. It is no evidence "pf supe- 
ther place, he “knows that, if the earthly | rour virtue, todwell continually on this gloo- 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, he | my subject; nor is it an act of righteousness 
has a building of God, a house not made with | to dwell among the tombs. Death Comes soon 
hands—eternal in the heavens!” ~ enough without our dying for fear of it; but, 
These words were uttered by a man like | this does not imply the propriety of neglecting - 
ourselves ; who in the chapter immediately | to prepare for this great event. 
preceding that which contains our text, ex- But, says the hearer, 1 thought the Univer- 
claimed, “ Oh, wretched man, that I am, who | salists did not hold to the necessity of any pre- 
shall deliver me from this body of death !”— | paration for death. This is » mistake. It is 
Paul was a sinner. He confessed the fact, that | our desire to be prepared for this great and last 
he was the chief of sinners ; yet he was per- | change, and to have others prepared ; and for 
suaded that nothing could separate him from | this reason we preach. But we do not desire 
the love of God. to have mankind think, that eternal salvation 
This may appear very strange to some ; but | will be the reward of any such preparation. 
I wonder if sinners may be permitted to en- | A wise:preparation for death, is one thing, and 
tertain the same confidence in God, in these | a purchase of eternal life is another. Anda. 
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belief in the necessity of, both, differs essen- 
tially from a conviction of the mind, that eter- 
nal happinéss will be, in past, or the whole, a 
reward for the virtuous actions of mankind in 
this life. We also believe that it was a fact, 
that Paul was prepared. for death—that he 
‘was well prepared to depart and be with Christ 
—but we do not believe, that he predicated 
his hopes on the merits of himself, or the im- 
puted righteousness of another. But his con- 
fidence was predicated on the assurance, that 
the love of God was unchangeable and all- 
sufficient.——Its divine fullness and impartiali- 
ty, as manifested in Christ Jesus appeared in 
such a light, that he was persuaded, that it 
would at last triumph over death and continue 
world without end. 

It becomes necessary here, for us to make 
a distinction between a confidence thus exci- 
ted, and a hope of final triumph in our own 
streagfh. A man may tell you, that he believes 
death ean mever separate him from the love of 
God. Ask him why he thinks so ; and prob- 
‘ably he will begin to tell you his experience, 
whieh amounts to this—that he saw himself 
a hell-deserving sinner—that God’s wrath wax- 
ed hot against him—that his fear of all this, 
led him to repentance ; and lastly, having done 
all this by the help of Christ he entertains 
such hope. 

But it requires but little discernment, to 


gee, in a moment, that his confidence is not 
placed in God. It is withdrawn from the Eter- 
nal, and placed in the experience of the one 


who entertains it. He has discovered some- 
thing, and supposes there is virtue in making 
the discovery : he has found out that he isa 
simner, and claims a reward for coming to a 
knowledge of the fact. He finds that his 
neighbours are also sinful and expects to be 
compensated for pointing out their faults; he 
finds that he can do nothing of himself, and 
expects to be paid for confessing the fact; he 
feels as if his damnation would be just, and 
hopes to obtain heaven for feeling so; he be- 
lieves what is abundantly established by the 
eternal oath of God, and thinks his faith will 
save him ; he prays for what he wants, and 
demands eternal bliss in return for his labour. 
In a word, he thinks himself righteous and ex- 
pects God will love him on that account. 

Now it certainly must be evident to my 
hearers, that all this hope, or confidence, is 
predicated on the merits of the creature ; for 
even if this man supposes that God loves him, 
such supposition is based on the previous one, 
that the love of God has been purchased with 
the creature’s righteousness. If not so, why 
do we hear so much about the wrath of God 
egainst sinvers, and his love for the righteous ? 

If we have confidence in God, it will be 
predicated on what God is ; and if so, our con- 
fidence will be grounded on what he eternally 
has been. It is, therefore, the extreme of folly, 











to talk about trusting in God, while our owg 
exertions lie at the bottom of our confidence. 
If St. Paul’s hopes had not been placed ona 
better foundation than his own merits, he ne. 
ver would have used the language of our text, 
But he was persuaded that death could not 
separate him from the love of God, - becanise 
that love was eternal. He was-thus persuaded, 
because the love of God had existed long be. 
fore he became converted to Christ. 

Asan evidence of this, let us look at the 
conclusion to be drawn from the doctrine of 
others. It is said by some that our final ac. 
ceptance with God depends on our final perse- 
verance ; and for the sake of argument we will] 
admit it. What follows ? Ans.—If we do not 
hold out to the end, all our hopes will be in 
vain. If, after having known the way of sa} 
vation, ‘we fall away, our condition will be 
hopeless. This is maintained by a respectable 
class of Christians ; and what renders it still 
more hypothetical is the addition of free agency, 
by which the creature is supposed to be ena- 
bled to withstand, even the operations of the 
spirit of God. Now let the question be asked, 
will all that God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit 
have done, or can do, ‘consistently, eifect, or 
secure the salvation of the sinner, wichout his 
own co-operation ? The answer, by all limi- 
tarians, will be No. ° 

But one conclusion, then, can follow: If 
any man is persuaded that death cannot seps- 
rate him from the love of God, on this ground, 
he predicates his confidence on the persuasion 
that his own exertions to procure the divine 
favour will be effectual ; and that he shall hold 
out to the end in his stedfastness. But that 
the confidence of the epostle was built upon a 
more sure foundation, I think, is quite evident; 
and equally so, that hopes thus grounded on 
our own exertions or faith, or righteousness, 
can never excite that degree of confidence in 
God, which will abide in the hour of trial. 

But perhaps one of the most consoling con- 
siderations to the apostle’s mind, whichproduced 
his confidence, was the fact, that Christ had ob- 
tained a complete victory over death. We find 
this doctrine in1.Cor.xv, “ The saying that was 
written,” has come to pass, and the triumphant 
inquiry had been made, “O Death, where is 
thy sting?” The sentiment contained in these 
words, when connected with the doctrine now 
under consideration, is truly beautiful and 
sublime. ; 

“The sting of death is sin, and the strength 
of sin is the law, but thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The law of God was given for a 
threefold purpose : to afford a knowledge of 
transgression, to make known God’s disappro- 
bation of sin, and (being perfect) to convert 
the soul. The sting of death being sin, in or- 
der that we may be assured, that death cannot 
separate us from the love of God, we must, 
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in'the first place, be convinced in the spirit of 
our mind, thet sin shall have an end. 

Indeed, it is extremely difficult to be assured 
of the former, without a full conviction of the 
certainty of the latter; for death wiil always 
alarm our fears until his sting is destroyed.— 
But the moment it loses its sting it becomes 
entirely harmless, and perhaps, the welcome 
messenger of deliverance. ‘To talk, therefore, 
about being willing to meet death, without 
being convinced that sin will ultimately be de- 
stroyed, is at least, a vain assumption of god- 
liness without the power. But whenever the 
mind becomes assured of the fact, that Christ 
shall “take away the sin of the world,” and 
thereby conquer the press of death, by dis- 
arming the tyrant of his sting, that moment 
complacency and entire resignation takes pos- 
session of the soul, anda serene joy, if not 
even gladness at its approach, pervades every 
noble faculty of the mind. 

This view of the subject, 1 humbly con- 
ceive, occasioned the joyful confideuce of the 
eminent St. Paul. He contemplated the pow- 
ers of death with serene composure ; knowing 
that the Captain of his Salvation had already 
taken away the power of the monster over 
the believer ; and also, that finally, he would 
completely destroy, not only death, but him 
that had the power of death, that is the Devil, 
and deliver them who all their life time were 
subject to bondage through fear.” See, in 
proof of these facts, John i. 29; Heb. ii. 14; 
1. Cor. xv. 55, 56. 

The amount of this assurance appears to be, 
that, death could not separate the apostle from 
the love of God, by securing his soul to the 
devil—nor by annihilation, prevent a con- 
sciousness of its existence. Happy indeed, 
must that man be, who can utter from a feel- 
ing heart, the same sentiment. Well, therefore, 
may it be said, that “ cursed is the man that 
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm— 
and blessed is the man that trasteth in Christ 

and maketh God his strength.” This being 
understood, we proceed, 

2. To observe, that the apostle was per- 
suaded that LIFE could not separate him from 
the love of God. 

How often are we told, that life, and the 
concerns of this evil world, are able to cause 
an eternal separation from the love of our hea- 
venly Father! ‘The doom of the sinner, says 
one, no matter who, will be irrevocably deter- 
mined by the conduct of this life! We must 
seek and obtain an interest in Christ, and 
thereby secure the love of God here on earth, 
or he will frown on our souls in a state of im- 
mortal misery! But is thistrue? Can it be 
possible, that God requires his offspring to 
love him, while he hates them ?—can it be pos- 
sible, that the infinite concerns. of our souls, 
are left to rest on the contingencies of this im- 








that God. has ordained the trackless course of 
revolving worlds, and left our dearest interests 
—our eternal fate at loose ends? God of hea- 
ven forbid it! What says-Paul? “T am per- 
suaded that neither death nor life, can separate 
me from the love of God.” , but, says one, 
‘Paul was a godly man.’ No, he was the “ chief 
of sinners!” “ Well, but he expected te per- 
severe inthe way of righteousness, and there- 
by secure to himself the favor of God.” But 
did his confidence rest on the mere expecta- 
tion of what he had done, or could for < 
himself? But, says he, 1. Cor. ix. 27, “ Pkeep 
under my body, and bring it into subjection ; 
lest that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a cast-away.” 
Here, says an objector, is an evidence that 
Paul was apprehensive, that he might, after 
all, be lost forever! ‘* He declares, in effect, 
that unless his body was kept in subjection, 
he might yet incur the displeasure of heaven 
aud be lost to all eternity !” 
Now, although I do not believe, that he 
intended to convey any such idea, yet for the 
sake of argument, we will admit that he did. 
What follows? That all his confidence in the 
belief, that life could not separate him from 
the love of God, was predicated on the hope 
that he should not finally be a cast-away ! 
Now, my friends, this will never do. His 
assurance of the impossibility of being sepa- 
rated from the love of God, must have been 
predicated on a better foundation tham all this, 
or else his hopes were built on the sand !— 
Well, says another, he believed in the final 
perseverance of the saints. But how did he 
know that he was one of the elect? Perhaps 
the hearer may reply, that he knew it by the 
same means that other Christians know they 
are the chosen of God. Well, how do other 
Christians find out this mystery? Why, the 
Spirit witnesses with their spirits that they are 
elected from among the multitude to be the 
particular recipients of the favour of God, to 
the endless exclusion of the majority of man 
kind!” And what Spirit informs mankind of 
this supposed fact? Is it the spirit of the Gos 
pel? No—the Gospel says no sueh thing. Is 
it the spirit of God? No—for that is lov 
eternal and impartial. Is it the spirit of Christ 
No—for his spint was that of wisdom, and 
“the wisdom that is from above is withou 
partiality and without hypocrisy!” Is it th 
spirit of the apostles? No—for they, togethe 
with all the holy prophets of God, ‘testify « 
the restitution of all things. What spirit is 
then? Ill tell you, it is that spirit which 
ever ready to say, “ I thank God; I am not 
other men are ;” and I thank Almighty Ge 
that Paul never after his conversiorf, harbou 
ed any thing like a spirit of this kind. 
If we consult the testimony of this gre 
apostle, we shall be sure to find, that, sos 



















































































perfect life?—can it be possible, I demand, 


from any confidence in himself, or ap 
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election, his assurance was founded on ‘some- 
thing exactly the opposite of all this. See his 
Epistle to the Ephesians, i. 4—10: “ Aceord- 
ing as he hath. chosen us in him, before the 
foundation of the world” (here is election) 
‘that we should be holy and without blame be- 
fore him in love,” [and here is Arminianism, | 
“ having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself,” [and here 
is predestination, } “according to the good plea- 
sure.of his will, to the praise of the glory of 
his grace ; wherein he hath made us accepted 
in the beloved,” [this is sovereign electing 
mercy,] “in whom we have redemption thro’ 
his. blood, the forgiveness of sins,” [if God 
had been strict in marking our iniquities, we 
should long since been in the grave with the 
dead, and in hell with the damned,] “‘ accord- 
ing to the riches of his grace ; wherein he hath 
abounded towards us in ALL wisdom and pru- 
dence, having made known unto us the mys- 
_ tery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
~ which he hed purposed in himself, that [at the 
day of judgement he will cause all but the 


chosen few to go to everlasting perdition, as | 


some would say, but if truth suits you better, | 
that, ia the dispensation of the fulnessof times, 
he might gether together in one” [not a p: rt} 
“ aut things in Christ.” 

Here was the confidence of the apostle esta- 
- blished.. He was persuaded that life could not 
separate him from the love of God, because 
of the eternal purpose, secured before the 
foundation of the world, the gathering togeth- 
er of all things in Christ. I would enlarge, but, 

3. Paul was persuaded, that angels could 
not separate him from the love of God. 

It is a most delightful thing to reflect on this 
subject. The bright messengers of heaven, 
who, we may well suppose, are endowed with 
capacities as far superiour to ours as their sta- 
tion is to that in which we move, have not the 

wer to separate a sinner, like Paul, from the 
ove of his heavenly Father! No—not even 
the invisible inhabitants of the infinitude of 
space, whose employment it is, to visit the 
frail inhabitants of the earth, can destroy the 
| love, which, like a silken chord, binds. the 
offspring of benevolence itself, to the kind 
' Father of our spirits. What amazing tokens 
of kindness do we find in the subject before 

us! Every thing conspires to strengthen our 
confidence in the mercy of our God; heaven 
and earth unite to an Fa the soul-convert- 
‘ing truth that Gop 1s LOvE ; and, as if the 
imaginary wanderings of Milton himself had 
been anticipated, it is implied, that should 
there be ten thousand rebellions in heaven, 

nd each bloodless contest should end in the e- 
ternal expulsion of a part of heaven’s inhabi- 
tants, not ONE nor ALL UNITED, could separate 

s from the love of God! Away, then, with 

the wicked thought, that the devil and his an- 
géls will sticceed in their nefarious plans 


against the purposes of God ; away with the 
crtel notion, that an invisible demon is to be- 
come our adopted father ! 

4. Nor principalities. No—not even the 
prince of darkness, with all his subjects—not 
all the rebel monarchies of man’s invention, 
can prevail. The brain of the senseless fana- 
tick may be heated to desperation ; the invisis 
ble world may be ransacked from its centre to 
its circumference, and the fruitful heads of 
theologians may conjure up 4 multitude of 
kingdoms, neither ‘belonging to heaven nor 
earth, and set them in battle array against the 
king of heaven, and not a chord of love could 
be broken. Love is -stronger than death ; it 
will exist when death is dead, and ali creation 
is pervaded with the eternal and divine princi- 
ples, save here and there a mistaken mortal 
whose hopes are contracted to the narrow con- 
fines of sectarian prejudice. 

5. Nor powers. No—not all the powers of 
earth and hell combined, could separate St. 
Paul from the love of God! The happy man 
had that assurance, which the world can nei- 
| ther give nor take away, that enabled him to 
| say, to feel and enjoy the full persuasion, that 
no power could exclude him from the love of 
that God, in whom he devoutly believed. 

It should be ranked among the seven won- 
ders of a wonderful world, that mankind have 
long imagined the existence of a power in op- 
position to all good, which, they have sappo- 
sed will so far succeed against God, as to obtain 
more willing subjects than all the other pow- 
ers put together. But Paul was doubtless com- 
forted with the assurance, that “the powers 
that be, are ordained of God,” and will there- 
fore continue to be in subjection to.him. But, 

6. Nor things present. If it be possible for 
any thing eternally to separate the sinner from 
the love of God, it must be evident, that things 
in this present world are peculiarly calculated 
to effect it. On our part the love of God is 
often neglected and frequently forgotten. Our 
friends and connexions come in for a share of 
our affection ; the numerous concerns of life 
require attention ; the amusements, the plea- 
sures, and the follies of this transitory and fleet- 
ing existence, are so multifarions and fascina- 
ting, that but little time is left, to be devoted 
tothe love and service of God. Hence the 
noise, and strife, and tumult, and perplexities 
of life, are too apt to render us forgetful of our 
highest obligations to God, and serve to wean 
our affections from Him that liveth forever and 
ever. 

But amidst all this tumult, the wakeful eyes 
of him who never sleeps, are upon us ; he ob- 
serves our wanderings, and chastizes us for 
our forgetfulness ; he encircles us in his arms, 
even when we are unmindful of his embraces ; 
and when we again come to ourselves, we find 
to our surprize, that he hath loved us while we 
were yet sinners. 
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And how consoling must be the truth, that 
although the scenes of this present life are apt 
to render us unmindful of our Benefactor ; yet 
he ever regards us with the same kindness ; 
and has fixed the bounds of all earthly things, 
beyond which they cannot pass, to cause even 
a momentary disiegard of our loving and to- 
be-loved God! 

7. Nor things to come. It is a natural conse- 
quence of a want of confidence in God, to ap- 
prehend that some evil may befal us «ut some 
future period. With the present, we are ac- 
quainted. The ordinary occurrences of life 
become so familiar, that hours, and days, and 
weeks, and months, and years, bring about 
events, and roll away, without occupying our 
attention but for the passing moment. We 
feel our independence, and too often say to 
ourselves, this temptation we can resist; that 
work wecan perform; this evil habit we have 
avoided, and that gratification we have enjoy- 
ed. 

But, between our mortal vision, and the fu- 
ture, is drawn an impenetrable veil, beyond 
which all is darkness and uncertainty! Our 
prospects may be good, but our sweetest ex- 
pectations may be blighted by disappointment ; 
our friends with whom we may be encircled, 
are liable to be snatched from our embraces ; 
indeed, our dearest blessings may be swept 
from us, as with the besom of destruction !— 
But who ever reflected on our constant liability 
to fall from our highest state of comparative 
purity, into the depths of moral turpitude and 
guilt, without being alarmed? And if, while 
we reflect on this, the universal condition of 
all finite beings, we entertain the opinion that 
we may be lost forever, how distressing must 
be our cogitations! But we-.may go another 
step. When we feel, as we ever should, we 
view ourselves in as great danger of hell as 
any other mortals can be. Of the integrity of 

our past motives and the uprightuess of our 
general deportment, we may, perhaps, be to- 
lerably well satisfied ; but of our future con- 
duct, we know nothing. This or that tempta- 
tion may assail us in an unguarded moment, 
and we may plunge into the depths of iniquity. 
Some casuality may alter-our course in life, 
and a thousand snares may be spread for our 
feet! Hence, no Christian will venture to 
say, that to-morrow’s sun shall shine on his 
head, and find him an innocent man. 

Any hopes, therefore, which are predicated 
on our own righteousness, to be performed or 

reevered in, for the future, must be of but 
ittle consequence. Something more than this, 
must have been the foundation of the apostle’s 
hopes. He must have been persuaded that the 
love of God was eternally unchangeable to- 
wards all, or he could not have uttered, con- 
scientiously, the words of our text. 

8. The apostle was persuaded that heighth 
eould not separate him from the love of God. 
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However highly God may be exalted above 
all bis accountable creatures, yet he is bound 
by certain inalienable rales of ri whieh, 
having been revealed to his children; are cal- 
culated to afford the most positive assurance of 
certain good consequences to result to created 
intelligences. Among others may be reckoned 
the perfection of eternal justice, which in ite 
very nature rendefs it impossible that there 
should be any disparity betwee the crimes of 
mankind and the punishment inflicted as’ pe- 
nalty. From this undeniable fact, it is easy 
to infer, that there must necessarily be anend 
to all punishment ; for there can be wat = 
tion between a limited act, aud an ted 
punishment for that act. 

This consideration, it will be admitted, by 
all, if feelingly realized, must afford the most 
unqualified joy. No- other view of divine jus- 
tice can possibly afford so much satisfaction to 
the mind of man. Indeed nothing short of 
this can fully persuade the reasonable man of 
his own safety. 

The very fact, therefore, that “ every man 
shall be rewarded according to his works” 
affords conclusive evidence, that it is (if I may 
so speak’) impossible to be separated from the’ 
love of . And even the same love that 
shines conspicuously in the Grace of God, is- 
also plainly to be be seen in his justice. For 
whom he loveth he chasteneth ; not because 
he delightetk so to do, but because the good- 
of the creature requires it. 

I might dwell to advantage on all the per-- 
fections of God, and show that every attribute 
of the Most High, is concerned in uniting the 
creature to the Creator ; but want of time ad-- 
monishes us to proceed, 
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9. To eonsider the fact, that depth could not: 


separate the apostle from the love of God. 

The apparent meaning of this Yo of our 
text may be well expressed in the language of 
the devout David: “* Whither shall I go from 
thy Spirit? or whither shall | flee from thy” 
presence? If EF ascend up into heaven, thou 
art there ; if I make my bed in hell, behold, 


thou art there; if I take the wings of the ~ 


morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, even there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me :” Ps. cxxxix. 
8,9. But the text is susceptible of another 
construction. The apostl» may have intended, 
that the depths of darkness could not separate 
him from the love of his Creator. Take itin 
what sense you please, and it serves to add 
strength to hopes already inspired by the fore~ 
going considerations. 

10. That the fullest confidence might be 


fully expressed, this eminent defender of the ~ 


faith, adds, for our everlasting consolation, that 
no other creature could effect his separation 
from this love. 
What unbounded joy and satisfaction, must 
have resulted from the assurance thus ¢xpress- 
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ed! Well might he have joyfully met the 
spoiling of his goods ; well might he have la- 
boured and suffered reproach, for trusting in 
the living God who is the Saviour of all men ! 
What are the riches and honours of this world 
when compared with an inheritance like this! 
His joy was unspeakable and full of glory! 
His confidence was unlimited. 

I have thus briefly, and very imperfectly, 
laid before you a few thoughts on this truly 
interesting subject. The half has not been 
told: To do it justice, it requires a tongue like 
the pén of a ready writer, and a heart more 
devoted to the Lord of Love, than that which 
hes dietated my remarks, When we compare 
our coldness and apparent indifference, with 
that fervency of spirit exhibited by the great 
apostle, whose writings haye furnished us with 
arich theme for contemplation this day, we 
almost feel the hand of death upon us. 

This calculating policy of the worldling, 
may mock at the doctrine exhibited in the text, 
the unbelieving may call it nonsense, and the 
indifferent believer may pass lightly over it; 
yet it will remain an imperishable monument 
of Christian confidence, calculated to win the 
heart of stone to Christ, and melt the adaman- 
tine soul into deep contrition. 

Let love, therefore, my respected brethren, 
do its perfeet work. Let us remember that 
the same assurance may be enjoyed by us all ; 
that the same love may fill our hearts; and 
that the joy consequent on faith, may be ours, 
if we will but consult the oracles of truth and 
give proper heed to.those imperishable eviden- 
ces of a Saviour’s love, which surround us, in 
the fields of nature. 

Could we but realize the importance and 
utility of Christian love and confidence ; and 
ptactice the lessons inculcated by the impar- 
tial grace of God, we should be prepared to 
say as did the Apostle, although we are killed 
all the day long, and are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter, yet, “in all these things we 
are more than conquerors, through him that 
loved us.”” May we be fully persuaded in our 
minds, and practice according to the light re- 
ceived for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 











ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. | 








FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
REPLY TO «J. C.” 

é (Coneluded from page 343.) 

Mr. Editor : —1 have considered several of 
J. C.’s objections to my Essayist, and, I trust, 
safficiently vindicated myself, os far as I have 
replied. Some things remaining in his com- 
munication, will form the subject of this arti- 
cle. There have been numerous. disputes 
respecting self-love and disinterested benevo- 
lence. All I kuow about either, is, that all 
Mignkind desire to be happy. Ore of two 


things must be true: mankind ere miserable 
because suffering is inseparable from this 
mode of existence, or mankind are miserable 
because they are ignorant of the meaus of bet- 
tering their condition. ‘The first seems to 
me to be a severe reflection on the character 
of our Heavenly Father, and also too despond~ 
ing to teach men desirous of enjoyment,— 
The old doctrine, that we are miserable here 
that we may be happy hereafter, is not much 
better, I therefore adopt the latter conclusion, 
that mankind are miserable, because they 
have not yet learned to make themselves hap 
py. his conclusion appears to me preferable, 
because it encourages us to hope for happi- 
ness here, and also to inquire how we can 
produce it. ‘This may be wrong, bat if it be, 
| it i8 an errourthat cannot harm me here, and 
as for hereafter, God, I trust, will take care 
of that. 

J. ©. considers my assertion that, ** when 
we obey the laws of nature we are happy ;— 
when we disobey we are miserable,” true so 
far as it goes, but thinks it does not go far 
enough. ‘lhe instances of suffering he men- 
lions, may, or may not, be exceptions to my 
rule. We have learned to avoid some evils— 
some we have not as yet; but who dare say 
that in the progress of truth in the develope- 
ment of the resources. of the human mind we 
may not learn to remove many evils which 
now afflict us? J. C. says infants suffer. This 
is true; but does he mean to infer these in- 
fants suffer, when they know how to make 
themselves happy, or when they obey the or. 
der of nature? If ignorance were the cause 
of suffering I should think the infant is the 
one most likely to suffer. I do not say the in- 
fant suffers because it is a criminal, but it suf- 
fers because it has not power to make itself 
happy and those who have the care of it have 
not learned to prevent its stflerings. J.C. 
may say with truth we have not yet learned 
this, but dare he say we never shall ? 

The other particulars which he enumerates, 
have no bearing on the subject, or at least, 
present no objections to my assertion to be 
the case of the Son of God. He was harmless. 
Ile suffered Why? because he was ignor- 
See ? No3. but because others were. He died 

to‘bring us to God, tu give us eternal life, “and 
this is life eternal that they might know thee 
the only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hist sent.” We were ignorant; he suffered 
that he might enlighten us. Ignorance was 
then the reason why the Son of God suffered; 
for had not mapkind been ignorant, there 
would have been no need of his death ; and 
had not the rulers of the Jews been ignorant 
of his real cliaracter they would not haye put 
him to death; or in other words, had man- 
kind obeyed the laws of nature, had they ob- 
served the order of nature requisite to thelr 
happindss, there would Have been no negd of 


















- For should he understand the laws of nature 





the sufferings of the Son of God. ‘The other 
cases mentioned by J. C. may be resolved on 
the same principles. 
Indivieual ignorance is not alwaysthe cause 
of individual suffering. Suffering or misery, 
roceeds, in my opinion, from the imperfect 
state of society. Mav is to be considered in 
the aggregate or in his collective capacity, as | 
well as individually. Ido not say that know- 
ledge, however great, possessed by an indivi- 
daz! only, can make that individual happy. 





himself, and be determined to obey them, he | 
would find his intention thwerted by the ignor- 
ance of others; and if he never disobeyed 
himself, he would, from his connection with 
others, suffer from their disobedience. Hence, | 
when I say, “‘if man would obey the laws of 
nature,” I mean tha’ if acu mankind would | 
obey them, all would be happy. ~ 

J. C. will, I trust, appreciate this senti- 
ment. He, with every one else, may see his | 
duty clearly pointed out. Knowledge is want- 
ing to make us happy. We must ascertain | 
what wil! make us happy—whether it be the 
love of God, the belief of the popular dog- | 
mas of the day, or any thing else. We must | 
ascertain this for ourselves, and not for our- 
selves only, but for every individual, and when | 
every individual comesto t his knowledge, all 
will be saved from the miseries of which we 
complain. We may not reach that point, but 
the course suggested by the observations here | 
made, would, if acted upon, enable us con- | 
tinually to approximate the desired haven. If | 
this will not make mankind perfectly happy, 
it will at feast lessen their evils. 

Again: I notice in this place a sentiment | 
J. C. advocates, at which I glanced in my 
other communication, viz. that the existence | 
of pain and suffering was necessary to a pro- 
per developement of the character of God.— | 
‘That is tosay, if there had been no suffering. 
God’s mercy could never have been exhibited 
in relieving it, and had there been no sinners, 
there would have been no Saviour for sin.— 
Now I have long been familar with this kind 
of reasoning, but have always been unable to 
perceive its force. We may as well say, had 
we never been sick with a fever, we should 
have had no physician to cure us; had a man 
never broke his leg, the skill of the surgeon 
in amputating it, would have been unknown ; 
if @man had never broken his skull, the value 
of trepanning would have been a secret; but 
for me,I had rather have a whole head if I 
never learn the value of the surgeon’s skill, 
and if I never have a fever, I cannot perceive 
any great disadvantage 1 should suffer from 
not having a physician. 
“ Had we not been sinners,” some will say, 

*« we should have had no part in the Gospel of 
Christ.” Well, what then? What is the Gos- 
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| never sick, | should not. 


| ° : 2? 
brings misery. 


eS 359 
very well, but nothing gained; for allowia 

the Gospel of Christ does no more than Pd 
move the disadvantage of sin, it places usin 
a situation no better than we should have 





been in, had misery been unknown. If it 
gives more, very well; that.more might have 
been worth just as much without our previous 
suffering, Upon the whole, I know sothing 
we should have lost had we been always bap- 
py- I value the Gospel of Christ; but its 
value arises from its power of relieving us 
from our suffericgs ; without the existepee of 
these sufferings it would have had so valae, 
Hence, it would have been no loss te us to 
have been ignorant of Christ and bis 

providing-we had been equally iguorautofeuf- 
fering. 1 value a good physician, but were I 
The whole subject, 
therefore, resolves itself into the following 


| question—whuch is best, to be sick and have 
| a physician, or to have good health, aud ¢on- 


sequently never need a physician ? 

J.C. advocates the sentiment, or seems to 
advocate it, that mankind will be more happy 
in consequence of having been sinners. I do 
not like this sentiment. In reference to it, I 
would say “Let us do evil that good may 


| come—let us continue in siu that grace may 


abound.” J. C. quotes, “That as sin hath 
reigned unto death, so might grace reign thro’ 


| righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus: Christ 


our Lord.” But what does this passage prove ? 


| Surely not that mankind will be more happy 


because they have been sinners. All that it 
proves or can prove; is, that mankind will, 


' through the goodness of God, receive from 
| the Gospel of Christ, more happiness then 


they ever received of misery from sin. 

Lastly: J. C. objects to the assertion of 
mine, that ‘an action is wrong because it 
This is no more than I ex- 
pected. Mankind have always, for ought I 
know, believed as J. C. does, that an action 
brings misery because it is wrong, and that it 
is wrong because it disagrees with the eternal 
Standard, Jehovah.” But this is no definition 
at all. No two men have the same views of 
this * Eternal Standard,” consequently no two 
men will agree what action is right, or what is 
wrong. Hence has originated the various 
absurd systems of morals which have had lit- 
tle other effect than to render men immoral. 

J.C may be right. Whether he is, or is 
not, is more than I know. I wishto know 
cvhy an action is right or wrong. [determine 
according to my perception of things. Why 
dol approve an act? because it is beneficial. 
Why should | oppose an act? -J. C. says, be- 
cause it agrees with the will of God. .The 
question is not yet answered, what is the will 
of God! Who does or can know the will of 
God? The Calvinist believes it is the will of 
God to make a part of his children eternally © 





pel of Christ? It relieves us from sin. So far 


miserable; the Universalist believes it is the 
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will of God to make all mankind eternally hap- 
py: Which of these is correct? If I do not 
mistake the reasoning, or rather the phraseo- 
logy of J. C. he would say the Universalist. 
But why does he sayso? Because, he would 
doubtless say, the God who would -will the hap- 
piness.of all mankind, is better than the one 
who should will the misery of a part. But why 
better? Because he wills more happiness, is 
the only rational answer that can be given.— 
Sam up this reasoning and what is the result ? 
The will of God is good, because it produces 
happiness ; or God is good, because he wills 
happiness ; an action is right, because it a- 
rees with the will of God; an action is right, 
sate it brings happiness. This is the only 
conclusion to which we can arrive. 

Vary the question: suppose it was the will 
of God to produce misery—-say he laboured.to 
make mankind miserable, what would be right 
for usto do? Constituted as we are, with our 
present love for happiness, would J. C. say it 
would be right for us to imitate God, and be- 
gin tocarry devastation to the possessions of 
our neighbours, and to labour to inflict on 
them all the misery in our power? If he 
should attempt to act on such a principle I 
should wish him todo wrong. If this reason- 
ing be correct, and I believe it is, the answer 
is, an action that agrees with God, is right, sot 
merely because it agrees with God, but be- 
cause God is good. If God were not good, 
an action that should agree with him, would 
not be good, consequently would not be right, 

J. C. is right in effect, but not in principle : 
in effect because the will of God is right; not 
in principle, for if the will of God were dif- 
ferent from what it is, agreement with it would 
be wrong. I have been thus particular on this 
point, because it is not sufficiently understood, 
and because I think many of the absurd sys- 
tems, whether religious or moral, which have 
had a tendency to destroy the .peace and hap- 
piness of society, have originated in the mis- 
take into which J C. and most casuits have 
fallen. 

I define that to be good which has a tenden- 
ey to produce pleasurable emotions, and is 
good in proportion to its power of producing 
these emotions. ‘That which has a tendency 
to excite painful emotions, I call evil. Now, 
as it is certainly right to pursue goud, conse- 
quently any action which produces happiness, 
is right, and any one which produces painful 
emotions, is wrong, and wrong because it pro- 
duces misery or painful emotions. Pursue J. 
G.’s principles; and they will amount either to 
the same thing, or to something from which 
Ke would revolt as quick as myself. He di- 
rects our minds to our Heavenly Father. This 
is as it should be, because acquaintance with 
* him will result in our good. He would exhort 
Us to ascertain his will and conform to it.— 


Ti is right, for the-will ef Ged is good. So 








much for J. C.’s communication. I have run 
it over and answered it as I deemed proper. | 
thank bim for calling my attention, to the Essay, 
in question. I wrote it in haste when depress. 
ed by sickness. A reconsideration has not 
made me regret any sentiment or apy expres- 
sion which it contains. If J. C. is dissatisfied 
with my reply to his animadversions, he vill 
have the goodness to express it. 1 will. read 
attentively whatever he or any one else may 
please to write on this subject. I shall not 
promise, however, to write any more myself on 
this subject. I have said the sumof all | have 
to say, and to pursue the principles [ have 
suggested through all the minuteness of detail, 
would tire the reader and answer no good pur- 
se. 

Iclose, Mr. Editor, withone remark. To 
us the preservation of our existence is the 
first object of our research, and to make this 
existence pleasurable together with the exist- 
ence of every other being, our second. Search 
the Lord, and ye shall live; acquaint thyself 
with him and be at peace. 

I am, dear sir, yours with esteem, O. A. B. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Mr. Editor:—The Gospel Advocate has 
been so long established and so widely circu- 
lated, that it becomes necessary to give it a 
character that will correspond with its patron- 
age, and that shall meet the wants of the com- 
munity which receive it. The design of your 
paper, has been, I believe, to correct the erro~ 
neous Opigions too widely entertained respect- 
ing the gospel of our Lord; and to induce 
men to exercise their-intellectual powers on 
the subject of religion, as well as on any other 
subject which may demand their attention, — 
How far you have succeeded in your benevo- 
lent intentious, may be easily ascertained from 
the frequency with which you may hear the 
sentiments you have inculcated quoted in the 
sections where your paper has circulated, and 
the warm approbation so often bestowed, by 
men of discernment, on the principles you 
have advocated. 

Intending to write somewhat extensively for 
your columns the ensuing year, and wishing 
to present what I have to offer, in a manner 
which will be the most pleasing, and the most 
profitable to your readers, I lay before yous 
brief out line of an Essay on Curistiantty, 
which | have already commenced, aud purpose 
to offer the public through the medium of your 
paper, should the. design meet yeur approba- 
tion. 

The Essay is designed to commence with 
the Seventh volume of the Advocote, and to 
occupy as large a portion of each number as 
it will be profitable for one article to take up. 
It will be continued through the year and per- 
haps longer ; this however will depend on my 
leisure, and sjate of health, 
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The object of the Essay will be to present 
Christianity in its purity; not merely in its 
theoretical character, but also in its practical 
influence. ‘I'o effect this object, the writer 
will review, with the arguments usually addu- 
ced in their defence, the several tenets which 
have been considered essential to Christianity, 
also, what is now deemed essential, and what 
absolutely is. 

The Essay will commence with the bible.—— 
This will be presented in its true character, 
and the rules by which it should be interpre- 
ted will be exhibited. 2. The Jewish Dis- 
pensation will next claim attention. The real 
conneétion between the Jewish and Christian 
Dispensation, will be considered as far as re- 
quisite to ascertain how {ar the latter depends 
onthe former. 3, The various systems of re- 
ligion and philosophy which prevailed at the 
time Christ was on earth, will be considered 
for the purpose of determining how much the 
writers of the New Testament or their succes- 
sers borrowed from the heathen. 4, Will be 
reviewed the principal dogmas of the most 
prominent Christian sects, viz. Total Depra- 
vity, Original Sin, Justification by Faith, Infi- 
nite Sin, Infinite Atonement, Vicarious Suf- 
fering, Partial Grace, Endless Punishment, 
&c. 5. An attempt will be made to exhibit 
something like a correct system of Christianj- 
ty, free from all the objections which have 


been raised against these which have been 
propagated ; and the last consideration will be, 
the influence of the system we shiall discover, 
on the motals and happiness of mankind 
while ihhabitants of ‘this terrestrial ball.” 


Such is an imperfect sketch of what I intend 


to write. | have been fur some time collect- 
ing materials for it, and shall bestow on its 
execution all the labour and time I can, inde- 
pendent of my other duties, find to devcie to | 
such an object. If an Essay of this descrip- 
tion meets your approbation, and you think it 
will be acceptable to the readers of your paper | 
to have its columns devoted in some degree to 
this object, you may insert this in the Gospel 





Advocate as soon as you may find room. 
O. A. Brownson. 
TEE BS 
A CHEERING COMMUNICATION. 


The reader will reccgnize in the following article 
an illustration of that besotted ignorance which char- 
acterizes many of those advccates of endless misery, 
who go about to enlighten the minds of their fellow- 
beings. So long as “ darkness covers the earth, and 
gross darkness the people,” such teachers may find 
employment, and perhaps may contioue to gain pro- 
selytes among those as ignorant as themselves; buta 
light bas been struck up which is exposing, and will 
continue to expose, the ignorance and wilful per- 
verseness of those blind guides. Argument—with 


them it is out of question;—seriptural evidence—it |" 





answers not their purpose. Declarations without 


proof, aided by accusations without foundation, con- 
stitute the main support of that system which is based 
upon fear, and sustained by fraud. 

FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Mr. Everett :—I venture to address a short 
epistle to you, although personally unknown. 
My subject is a moral and religious one, in 
which all are more or less interested ; and in 
order to introduce it in an intelligible manner, 
it becomes necessary for me to state, that I 
have been, in my youth, a Calvinistick Bap- 
tist, and as such have been known, in the 
place where I now reside. 

Last week, being in the company of a cler- 
gyman of the’ Presbyterian order, the follow- 
ing conversation took place, which, that I may 
be understood, I present you in the form of a 
dialogue, denominating myself the Inquirer. 

After some introductory remarks, by the 
clergyman, on the awful os tg of the hu- 
man Ss by reason of the fall of Adam, from 
which I took the liberty to dissent, the follow- 
ing conversation ensued. 

Inquirer. Do you believe the Old Testament 
to be a relation of facts, and in all its parts ‘lite- 
rally or spiritually true ? 

Clergyman. I do;—holy men of old wrote 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost; yet 
they wrote many things which they did not 
themselves understand. 

Ing. Is not religion a science, and is there 
not a necessity of improving thereon; and do 
not the writings of Moses furnish us with ex- 
amples wherein our present refinement of reli- 
gion and moral feeling would not allow the 
use of his words? See Deut. xxiii. 1. And 


| would it not excite a blush to read such passa- 


ges before your family ? 

Cler. No:—sin is the only reason of our 
shame at those and other words of like import ; 
but he who values his immortal soul, is not 
ashamed of these words. 

Ing. But, on the authority of St. Paul, I 
deny the immortality of the soul. He declares 
—* God only hath immortality, dwelling in 
light,” &c. And 4gain—* As I live, saith the 
Lord, the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” In 
what chapter and verse will you find proof of 
the soul’s immortality ? 

Cler. 0! the whole bible is full of it, in 
every part. 

Ing. Then I will refer you to 2. Cor. Does 
that part of the bible teach the immortality of 
the soul? Does it not rather teach the cer- 
tainty of its end—the final termination of its 
first organization, in Adam, the head and re- 
presentative of the earthly nature; and that 
our only hope of future immortality isir Christ 
and him only? 

Cler. O.! I will not talk with you—you will 
not believe what I -say; you are a deist, or 
your doctrine is leading to deism. 

Ing. But, sir, invite you as a Christian, 
to show me the chapter and verse in which 





the doctrine of the present immortality of the 
soul is mentioned ; for I am not bound to be- 
lieve your assertions unless sustained by the 
scriptures ; your words are of no higher autho- 
rity than those of any other man, unless sup- 
ported by reasorr or revelation. 

Cler. I will not converse with you at all on 
the subject—so good bye. 

Remarks. The object of submitting the 
foregoing is to show how determined the or- 
thodox Ree are to make every man submit 
to their mere assertions whether right or 
wrong; and if they do not, to put them down 
by calling them hereticks, deists, or infidels. 

ow, sir, as I am-not ashamed of the truth, I 
hereby renounce all connexion with the afore- | 
said Calvinistick, creed and doctrine. I now | 
profess and believe in One over-1uling and 
eternal God of love (the declaration of the or- 
thodox clergy to the contrary notwithstand- | 
ing) and in Jesus, Christ, the only Mediator 
between God and men—the only Mediator 
between matter and spirit. I believe man is 
a rational, thinking, mortal being, in his first | 
organization—“ a living soul”—and was it not | 
fora Mediator, in his disorganization eternal | 








death would ‘brood o’er him—he would cease | 
tolive. But what says the Gospel ? Through 


the Mediator this corruption shall put on in- | 
corruption, and this mortal shall put on immor- 
tality—a new organization will then take 


place; and the saying shall be fulfilled— | 
“ Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

I also believe that in God’s own due time, | 
he will bring every individual of the human 
family to glory, honour, immortality—eternal | 
life. And if this be infidelity, heresy, or de- | 
ism, great God! may it extend to earth’s re- | 
motest bounds—yea, may the sound thereof | 
go forth: into all the isles of the sea! And if | 
the theory of religion consist in a belief of | 
endless hell-torments for infants, who were | 
unconscious of existence and hardly had a/| 
knowledge of their being—who could not dis- 
tinguish between good and evil—I say if this | 
be Resicion, I trust in-God it will soon be | 
driven from our land and be named no more | 
among us! 

Be encouraged, sir, in view of the glorious | 
cause. The earth is about to embrace this hap- 
py, this heaven-like sentiment ; nor does the 
epithet of “ heretick,” or “ infidel,” put us to 
confusion ; but like the fiery darts of Satan, 
they fall harmless at our feet, while we wear 
the shield of faith. The Lord reigneth let the 
earth rejoice ! Say ye to the nations, “behold 
your King.” 

A few years since, and but one solitary in- 
dividual was found to proclaim: Universal Life 
to this American land. It may now be said, 
“the Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.” He hath gone forth 


| sel, and exposed to the contempt of Minn. 


| Baal—are in a quandary! 





for the salvation of his people, even his anoint- 
ed; To Him, who is the only Potentate, King 
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of kings and Lord of lords, be glory, honour. 

end thanksgiving, who only hath immortality 

dwelling in light. E, Baitey. 
REMARKS. 

If it be with the reader as it is with ourself, he will 
derive peculiar comfort from a perusal of the foregoing 
communication. We are always pleased to find in our 
brethren, a spirit like that above exhibited. Why 
should we mourn? Why should we be sorrowful ?— 
True, we are falsely accused; we are denounced ag 
hereticks and infidels—but what of ali that? We 
have bread to eat of which the world knows not—we 
have a never-failing Source, an inexhaustible Fuunt- 
ain, from which we can draw a rich supply for all our 
spiritual wants. And beside all that, out earthly pro» 
pects are of the most cheering character. Look around 
you, reader, and behold the splendid and triumphant 
march of Truru. Behold your accusers quailing 
under a well-groanded apprehensiveness that their 
time is short. See Errour, stripped of her gaudy tin- 
Survey 
the mass of intellect, disenthralled and emancipated 
by the rays of eternal Light! Why, then, O why 
should we be.discouraged ? 

The priests, poor mortals—we mean the priests of 
They have grasped at 


| power ; it has eluded their pursuit—they have threat. 


ened the disobedient with endless torments,—a few 
old women, silly girls, and beardless boys, have been 
frightened ; while men and women of sense and dis- 


| cernment, have regarded their denunciations as ofa 
| character with the heb-goblins of the nursery! But 


let them go on with their work of terrour—let them 


| paint the horrours of hell, and the terrours of their 
| angry God; we pity them, and that is all—we cannot 


beangry with them. A few more years, and then, if 
we live, we shall survey the ground over which we 
have passed, the field in which we have toiled so long, 
with joy, and not with grief — 
“ Then shall the mourning sinner come, 
Aud bind his sheaves and bear them home; 
The voice long broke with sighs shull sing, 
And heaven with hailelujahs ring.” 
CA FST 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CHRISTIANITY. 
Mr. Epiror: 

I am so well pleased with your paper that 
read each number over several times before I 
can induce myself to lay it aside. And, what 
is still more important, I find after each peru- 
sal, that the hardness of my heart is graduall 
softened. Mankind have lost many of the hars 
features which they used to wear ; they appear 
altogether more lovely, and I cannot help feel- 
ing proud that I can call them brethren. An 
emotion rises in my bosom towards them which 
I know not how to describe, but I become in- 
scnsibly solicitous for the welfare of all ; for 
in spite of all ! can do, the impression will 
fasten on my mind and then on my heart tod, 
that we all belong to the same family, are 
bound to eack other by the most indissoluble 


Ep. 
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ties of relationship, and that we all have the 
same Father, who tenderly loves us, who re- 
gards our interests as one, and who has placed 
usall upon the.same voyage and destined us 
to the ‘same haven. Creation also appears 
adorned with many additional beauties. The 
splendour of the noonday sun, shiaes with 
double glory, and the “‘sapphirick gems,” 
which deck the evening sky, attract more de- 
light, awaken a deeper and more ardent devo- 
tion. 

The sacred volume—lI used to think it an 
uninteresting bock, necessary to be read by 
those whe would go to heaven; but ah me! 
it was. a hard task, and I was glad when I had 
finished the appointed portion. But now, is it 
the same book? It readsa different language, 
teaches a different doctrine, discloses beauties 
of which I had before no conception. It is 
full of knowledge ; it developes to my view 
some of the most hidden principles of human 
nature. In a word, setting aside its claims to 
adivine original, it contains more beauty of 
language, more sublimity of sentiment, more 








correctness of philosophy, more accurate know- 
ledge of the human heart, than all other books 


ever read. What can have made the change? | 


Can it be that the trily desirable system of 
religion taught by the “ Advocate,” has effect- 
edit? It mustbe so. God grant, then, that 


all may become a heaven, abounding with | 


joys unspeakable and fall of glory. 
Christianity, which I once despised or pray- 
ed to have prove false, now attracts my atten- 


heart. I meditate upon it; I ask, can it be 
true—is it possible God is so good a being ?— 








“acquainted with grief.” I wish no human 


bei 


to be acquainted with grief. I have 


felt its withering grasp, and that too when I 
had noue to pour the oil vf kindness into my 


wounded heart. 


I had no friends ; I knew no 


religion but a gloomy creed, that compelled 
my mind to brood over eternal woe as the cer- 
tain doom of myself or of some fellow-being. 
I knew no God but a tyrant, an imaginary 
despot, dressed in sheets of lightening, hur- 


ling his bolts of thunder at his own children. 
Des 
trou 
dispelled the clouds which h-d 
my head and the darkness which had entered 
my soul. 
same condition. They ask for some assistance. 
They ask a friend on whom they can lean and 
find support. To such Christianity recom- 
mends itself as peculiarly fitted to their cir- 
cumstances. 
us particularly from this very consideration, 
that it is suited to our condition and can readi- 
ly adapt itself to our direction or consolation 
under every combination of circumstances. It 
is not a system of cold speculation which con- 
fuses the brain ; it is not a collection of posi- 


ir chilled each warm emotion of my 
d bosom, until the sun of Christianity 
gathered over 


There are others who are in the 


The gospel is recommended to 


tive injunctions, the reasonableness or utility 


| of which can never be ascertained; but it is 
| an efficacious remedy emg Bm. oe to 


heal the diseases of the heart and the maladies 
of the head ; yet its power is more easily felt 
than described, and its utility is more elearly 
perceived by the relief it affords us in every 


tion and eajoys the warmest emotions of my | situation than by any deductions of logick or 


| power of demonstration. 


I shall pursue this 


; train of thoughts as far as. I have leisure. 


does he love mankind so well ?—will he pro- | 


vide such unspeakable bliss for such poor crea- 
tures as we? 
responds—“ Yes, God is Love, fear not to 
trust him.” 

Mr. Editor: I discover so much in Christi- 
anity calculated to make mankind happy, that 
I wish the privilége of pointing out what there 
is in it which I so much admire. If my ram- 
bling thoughts shall not be wholly unworthy, 


chance to have nothing better. 


i 


The voice of universal nature | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| It was soon ascertained that a building in the north 


The worth of Christianity is known to every | 


heart that has felt its life-giving influence.— 
But as I fear there are many who are strangers 
to this influence, I wish, while yourself and 
correspondents are showing the mind the ines- 
timable value of this heaven-born system, to 
lend my assistance in recommending the same 
to the logick of the heart. My maauer of wri- 
ting will be according to my feelings. For not- 
withstanding I hate all those pretences which 
are so abundant in our world, about experi- 
mental religion, I'still want a religion that will 
warm the heart and call into action all its ten- 
der sympathies and refined sensibilities. 

It was remarked of our-Saviour that he was 








Yours, &e.. A Beever. 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 
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SEY OUT THE PRISONERS, 
On Thursday night the 23d ult. about 12 o’clocks 
the citizens of this village were aroused from their 


slumbers by the ringing of bells and the cry of * Fire!” 


| yard of the Prison, eccupied asa paint shop, was in 


iv rner of your paper if you | : ‘ait ; 
give them some. corner y indi y | flames! and from its contiguity to the north wing of 


the main edifice, in which the convicts are confined at 
night in separate cells, and its connection with large 
quantities of combustible materials, serious apprehen- 
sions were entertained that the whole establishment 
would. be reduced to a pile of ruins! 

The flames ascended in terrifick grandeur and the 
scene wastruly awful! But whet added most to the 
interest excited by the event, was the situation of the 
convicts. Nearly six hundred of those. unfortunate 
beings were locked up in sepurate cells in the part of 
the building nearest the fice! Hundreds rushed to~ 
wards the spot to uid in suppressing the raging element. 
But the scene they witnessed defies the powers of 
language to pourtray. The first sounds.that mei the 
ears of the mass, on their arrival, were the cries and 
















groans, the shrieks and prayers. of the miserable be- 
ings who were incarcerated within the walls! , 

Imagine, kind reader, the horrifick scenes of ortho- 
doxy’s hel! :—fancy the situation of suffering millions 
enveloped in efernal flames :—figure to your imagina- 
tion the ceaseless but unavailing deprecations of the 
damned; and you have a scene, which, for the time 
being, will bear a striking resemblance to what [ am 
attempting to describe. 

The analogy between the condition of those con-- 
demned to suffer the penalty of civil laws, and what 
is eupposed will be the situation of myriads in a future 
state of being, holds good in a degree so long as the 
wretchedness. of the former continues. Add to the 
ordinary punishment of those objects of commisera- 
tion—-confined ia adumantine cells after a fruitless toil 
of days, weeks, and years, the circumstance we have 
briefly related—their being surrounded or literally 
enveloped in flames—and we have an appaling emblem 
of that dreadful torment, which, as we are told, shall 
be the portion of all the human race but a chosen few 
in eternity ! 

And if that be hell; what is heaven? 





A place, we 


are told, where will exist all the holy and benevolent 
feelings of which human nalure, aided by the renova- 
ting grace of Gud, is capable :—A place where nothing 
but the perfection of love and kindness shall reign in 
every ransomed and blood-washed soul! 
ask no more! 

As the groans end cries of the distressed convicts 


Amen—we 


met the ears of the multitude, there seemed to be but 
one desire—but one ¥mperative cjaculaiion—* Let out 
the prisoners !—L&T oUT THE PRISONERS !!”? Was 
the feelings that dictated this request an evidence of 


goodness in the hearts of those who gave it utterance? | 


or was it a momentary triumph of depravity—that fell 
depravity, engendered in the hearts of mankind by the 
apostacy of Adam? All will admit, that the desire to 
have them liberated originated in a good and noble 
feeling. ‘ Let out the prisoners!” Let qut the pri- 
soners!!” They were let out; and every heart re- 
joiced in their deliverance. We hope, for the honour 
of humanity, there were none present but would have 
risked their lives to have rescued those unfortunate 
beings from a dreadful death. Even some of the con- 
victs, bad as they are, exposed their own lives te effect 
the deliverance of several of their companions in mis- 
ery from the impending danger. 

It would be well for us all to improve such lessons, 
and suffer the facts suggested by them to have a pro- 
per influence upon our minds. : 

After the “prison doors were opened,” and the 
thrilling intelligence was announced that all were 
liberated and actively engaged in endeavours to stop 
the progress of the devouring element, the writer of 
this article had leisure to survey the brightened and 
anxious countenances of the multitude, and indulge 
in reflections, which, as they were interesting to him- 
self, excite the hope that they may be so to others, 

Amongst others was seen the comely form of one, 
who professes to feel it his duty to preach that God has 
prepared a place of ceaseless wo, for millions of the 
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human race! As I surveyed his expressive counte- 


nance, I fancied that he would finally reach the haven 
of rest, where, with all the execr, he will sing the 
song of Moses and the Lamb, in a blissfal eternity, | 
then imagined that his doctrine might be true, and 
figured to my mind, what, in that case would be his 
situation. Beneath his elevated seat on the right band 
of God, I fancied he would behold the myriads whom 
he cunsigns to endless torments! He hears their groans, 
He turns his penetrating eye upon the scene from 
whence these infernal lamentations proceed, and be. 
holds them enveloped in eternal flames. Aged and 
young are seen—even “infants not a span long ;” and 
all are breathing out their hopeless prayers, and never. 
ceasing cries! The thought struck my mind that his 
Reverence would forget himself and involuntarily ex- 
claim— Let oul the prisoners 2” 

Others were observed, with whom the writer has 
conversed on the interesting subject of religion. They 
had maintained, that the happiness of the Saints ip 
heaven, and the glory of God, would be greatly enhan. 
ced by the torments of the damned in hell! When! 
beheld them, anxious for the deliverance of the unfor 
tunate convicts, the thought obtruded upon my mind, 
that they too were poorly prepared to dwell in bea. 
ven so long as the tender sensibilities of their hearts 
were so much enlisted in the welfare of those unfortu- 
nate sufferers. I thought to myself—these pious men, 
when they get to heaven, and,with their minister, begia 
to quaff the nectar of eternal life, will look upon their 
wicked neighbours, and ery—“ Let out the prisoners!” 

And asl gazed about, my attention was attracted by 
a group of gentlemen, whose garb, and certain other 
appearances, denoted that they were “ preparing for 
the ministry” within the walis of the Theological Se 
minary. These, thought I, when they are well quali- 
fied by the munificent benefactions of the publick, 
will go forth and “ take up their parable” to the peo- 
ple, and proclaim the eternity of Satan’s kingdom, 
with all the masterly eloquence of the schools, No 
doubt they will paint, in all the glowing terrours of 
eternal woe, the scenes of hell; and embellish their 
message with never-dying wormg, and never-ceasing 
fire! And when this bright constellation of worthies 
shall see their doctrine demonstrated—when mothers 
shal] enjuy extatick bliss, from beholding the unavail- 
ing distress of their infant babes—when children shall 
raise their immortal songs higher on beholding the 
direful anguish of their parents—and when saints shall 
shout, in loftier strains, the glory of God, on behold. 
ing the untold torments of the wicked—ah! then, ! 
involuntarily inquired, will not these pious youth al- 
most forget they are in heaven, and with undaunted 
fortitude, approach his Satanick Majesty, and in the 
name of Jesus command him, to give up the key, and 
“ Let out the prisoners.” 

And now, reader, whoever thou art, whatever is thy 
condition, to whatever sect thou art attached, permit 
one who wishes you no harm, to ask—can you, with 
complacency, contemplate the present or future misery 
of your fellow creatures? Are not the emotions which 
intuitively lead you to succour the distressed, the off- 
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spring of benevolence? If you ure ever so happy as 
toreach a heaven of glory, do you candidly believe 
that there you will be any less desirous to promote the 
happiness, or save from misery, your fellow-beings?— 
{f these benevolent feelings have a place in your im- 
mortalized soul, can you be happy while one sinner 
remains. in hell? And, lastly; if any are eternally 
Jost, and you remain ignorant of the fact, is it not like- 
ly, that a very important part of what the preachers 
of hell-torments have told you is trae, will be forgot- 
ten? Epiter. 
eT a] 

Something interesting to eur readers. 

We congratulate our readers on being permitted to 
present them, on another page, with a sketch of a se- 
ries of articles for the next volume of the Advocate, 
from the pen of Br. O. A. Brownson, The subjects 
upon which he proposes to treat, are so many topicks 
of interest to every inquiring mind. 

The Bible, containing the words of eternal life, isa 
book, which, if for no other .reason, is entitled to a 
careful and candid examination on account of its anti- 
quity. But there are many other considerations of 
superiour weight, which entitle it to attention. It 
purports to have been written by men divinely inspi- 


| red—to contain doctrines of unspeakable importance | 
to mankind—and precepts, and promises, and a revela- 


tion of the holy purposes of the Eternal, calculated 
at once to pour celestial comfort into our bosoms, and 
guide us onward in the way of pleasvrable duty. 

In order to aright understanding of the scriptures 
of the Old Testament, it is indispensably necessary 
that the reader should know something of the Jewish 
Dispensation, the rites, ceremonies, peculiar views, 
and national characteristicks of that people. The co- 
venant of God with ancient Israel must be known be- 
fore the nature of the Newcan be duly appreciated. 


A proper examination of the preceding subjects, | 


will open an interesting field, in which the doctrines 
of Christians may be profitably considered, and their 


origin, together with the claims they muy have on our | 
respect, be ascertained. By tracing ancient opinions, | 


and weighing moderr. prejudices in the balance of the 
sanctuary, all that is god may be retained, and all that 


isbad may be detected. From the materials furnish- | 
ed in the scriptures of the two Testaments, fitted, | 
squared and numbered, by a skilful hand, may be | 


reared a beauteous temple, just in its proportions, per- 


manent in its construction, and magnificent as a whole. | 


This splendid building of God, may be-found by thou- 


sands, the New Jerusalem, which, being based apon | 


the unlimited and imperishable love of Jehovah, will 


endure forevermore an habitation for the ransomed of | 


the Lord. 

Of the ability of Br. B. to do ample justice to the 
subject, we have no doubt; and our readers, if we 
may judge from the approbation they have uniformly 
bestowed upon his productions which have heretofore 
appeared in this paper, will concur with us in opinion, 

We have only to bid him welcome to the delightful 
tusk of endeavouring to enlighten the minds and com- 
fort the hearts of mankind, and to express our desires 


that our patrons and readers may fally realize in the 
enjoyment, what they have reason to anticipate, from 
the perusal of the promised Essay. Epiror. 
p | 
ORDINATION. 

A Committee, consisting of Brs. J. Foster, 
A, Green, and L. 8. Everett, was appointed 
by the Cayuga Association, at its last annual 
meeting in Sempronius, on the 1st and 2d days 
of October last, to confer ordination on Br. 
Nextson DoouttLe. They accordingly at- 
tended et Caroline, Tompkins county, on the 
following Sabbath for that .. The day 
was fine, and the concourse of people assem- 
bled to witness the solen:nities of the occasion, ° 
| was large and highly respectable. So large an 
| assemblage had never before been witnessed 
in that place. The new meeting house was 
| filled with the intelligent and respectable of 
| that plact and vicinity. It having been thought 
| expedient, the ordination was deferred until 
| afternoon, and the multitude was favoured 
| with the privilege of listening to an excellent 
| discourse by Br. Foster. The words of truth 
distilled like the dew, and every soul was re- 
| freshed “ from the presence of the Lord.” In 
the afternoon the solemnities of the ordination 
were performed in the following order : 

Singing by the choir. 

Prayer by Br.-Foster. 

Singing. : 

Ordination Sermon, by Br. _L. S. Everett-— 
2d Tim. iv. 2. = 

Consecrating prayer, by Br. Green. 

Charge and delivery of the Scriptures, by 
| Br. Foster. 

Right hand of Fellowship, by Br. Everett. 
Benediction, by the Pastor elect. 

It is due tothe people assembled, and to the 
, cause of truth, to observe, that but few in- 
| stances, if any, have occurred in this region, 
in which a deeper or livelier feeling of joy—a 
more devotional frame of the affections, seem- 
ed to exist, than on this occasion. The labours 
| of our:young brother who was solemnly set. 
apart for the gospel ministry, have been emi- 
nenily successful in the neighbourhood where 
he has ministered in word and doctrine; and, 
' over much persecution, he has triumphed, in 
the name of his divine Master. Having labour- 
ed acceptably, he was about fo be set apart for 
the sacred purposes of the Gospel—as a prea- 
cher of the word of God. 

The speaker, in discanting upon the duties 
that would devolve upon him in that capacity, 
laboured to show that it was his duty to preach 
“Jesus Christ and him crucified,” for the 
“whole world.” It was next maintained, that 
| the design of the Christian ministry, is, to re- 

concile the world to God—the God ef Love— 
that the effect of preaching the Word. with 
faithfulness, will be the dissemination of peace 
and happiness. From the nature of the under- 
, taking, and from a brief, but comprehensive 
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view of the duties of the Gospel Minister, it 
was inferred, that the people should offer their 
prayers for the success, and their temporal be- 
nefactions for the comfort, of their pastor. 

We have only room to add, that every thing 
was “ done decently and in order.”’ The sing- 
ing was truly excellent; the prayers were of- 
fered up with great apparent fervency; the 
auditory listéned with devout attention; and 
we trust it will be, to all present, a season 
long to be remembered. May their prosperity 
be equal to their desires. 


SELECTIONS. 


A FRAGMENT. 

Such is the nature, and such the principles 
of the Gospel, that it applies itself to all the 
situations in wkich we are liable to find our- 
selves, and furnishes. remedy for all the men- 
tal and moral “ ills that flesh is heir to.”” The 
imperfections (though not the depravity) of 
our nature, expose us to many misfortunes and 
serious evils. Among others belonging to the 
black catalogue, we may reckon the sickness- 
es, the griefs, and the pains, incident to our 
mortal bodies ; and to these may be added the 
loss of relatives, and the perfidy of those in 
whom we may have reposed our confidence. 
And then, the pangs of guilt, the remorse of 
sin, comes in for a share in the diminution of 
our earthly enjoyments. And when the sick- 
ness, the pains, the ca:ualties of human life 
are added together, there appears but little 
space for true enjoyment this side the grave.—— 
Ail is dark and gloomy. And last of all, the 
cheerless night of death comes on, and “life’s 
poor play is o’er.” 

But while we are in this condition, the Gos- 
PEL which is the power of God unto salvation 
to all who can believe it, proclaims its benefits, 
and bids the dying soul return to life again.— 
The angel flying through the midst of heaven, 








scatters its everlasting benefits, and points us , 


to the bright and glorious world, where faith 
is turned to knowledge ; where gratitude ex- 
pands into bliss ; and hope revels in divine en- 
joyments. This “‘ Gospel of the blessed God” 
opens up anew and living way, in which, 
with strength renewed, and powers enlarged, 
we may travel on to joy, and peace, and glory. 
What does this Gospel teach us ? 
Eee 
TURKISH WISDOM. 


About the year 1715, when Dr. Halley’s 
scheme of the great solar eclipse, foretold the 
precise time of its beginning and ending, was 
carried about the streets of London, there 
happened to be a Turkish envoy here, who 
at first thought the people distracted, for pre- 
tending t6 know so very exactly when the Al- 
mighty would overshadow the sun, a circum- 
stance of which the Musselmen were ignorant. 
He concluded that God never would reveal so 


col 


great a secret to infidels, and keep it conceal. 
ed from true believers. However when the 
eclipse came actually to as had been pre. 
dicted, Lord Forfar acked his Excellency what 
he thought of the English mathematicians j— 
His answer was, “they must certainly have 
obtained their knowledge from the devil; for 
he was sure God would never correspond with 
such a wretched set of unbelievers as the Ep. 
glish astronomers.” 
CTR ares 


HUMAN LIFE. 

When we set out on the jolly voyag> of life, 
what a brave fleet there is around us, as stretch. 
ing our fresh canvass to the breeze, all “ ship 
shape and Bristol fashion,” pennons flying, 
musick playing, cheering each other as we 
pass, we are rather amused than alarmed whey 
some awkward comrade goes right ashore for 
want of pilotage! Alas! when the voyageis 
well spent, and we look about us, toilwon 





mariners, how few of our ancient consorts still’ 
remain in sight, and they how torn and was. 
ed ; and, like ourselves, struggling to keep, » 
long as possible, off the fatal shore, agains 
which we are all finally drifting. 
Walter Scott. 
Se OE TE 


A SHORT SERMON. 
| On St. Stephen’s day, a monk was appoist- 
|ed to pronounce a long eulogium upon tk 
| Saint. As the day was pretty well advanced, 
‘the priests, who were getting hungry, ad 
' were apprehensive of a tedious panegyrick, 
| whispered to their comrade to be brief The 
| monk mounted the pulpit, and after a short pre- 
amble, said, “ My brethren, it is only abouts 
| year since I told you all I knew about & 
|Stephen. As I have heard nothing new with 
regard to him since that time, I add nothing » 
what I said before.” And so making the sgt 

of the cross, he walked off. 
}______| 

A FLAMING HINT. 

A rather novel, though alarming method d 
curing drunkenness was, the other day, pra 
tised with decided success on a warm 
devotee of the jolly deity. His friends having 
previously tried several experiments: in onde 
to estrange him from the cup, and rouse hip 
from a state of daily stupefaction without effet, 
a harum-searum wag, who happened to beit 
company with him, undertook, whenever bt 
got drunk, effectually to eure him; and fa 
that purpose hit upon the following fiery & 
dient, and succeeded : 

“A gill of whiskey was ordered in, and 
lighted candle—the contents of the impel 
was then poured upon the baechanalian’s hes 
and the ‘candle quickly applied, when a” 
stantaneous flame pices Hes the fellow’s pe" 
cranium—he started, as if by magi, 

, seat, vociferating in the most frantick and 
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crous manner, to the no small alarm of his 
now terrified companions. The ringlets suf- 


fered, but the bumps were safe, and he escaped 
with little other injury than nearly losing his 
wits by a joke—a fisming hint, that seems to | 
have had its intended effect.” 
EE 


MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS. 
A description of her marriage with Francis 
of France, when she was but sixteen years of 


‘“‘ During the whole of the nuptial solemni- 
ties, every eye was fixed on the youthful Ma- 
ry, and inspired with those feelings which 
beauty seldom fails to excite, every heart of- 
fered up prayers for her future welfare and | 
happiness. She was now of.that age when | 
femenine loveliness is most attractive. It is | 
net to be supposed, indeed, in the sixteenth | 
year, her charms had ripened into that full | 
bloom of maturity which they afterwards at- | 
tained, but they were on this account, only | 
the more fascinating. Some have conjectured | 
that Mary’s beauty had been extolled far be- 
yond its real merits; and it cannot be denied | 
that many vague and erroneous notions exist 
regarding it. But that her countenance pos- | 
sessed in a pre-eminent degree the something 
which constitutes beauty, is sufficiently attest- | 
ed by the unanimous declaration of all contem- 
porary writers. It is however, by oarefully 
gathering hints scattered here and there, that 
any accurate idea can be formed of the linea- | 
ments of a countenance which lias long ceased 
to exist unless in the fancy of the enthusiast. | 
Generally speaking Mary’s features were more | 
Grecian than Roman, though without the in- 
sipidity that would have attached tothem had 
they been exactly regular. Her hair was very 
near the same colour of James V.’s. of a dark | 
yellow, or auburn, and like his, clustered in | 
luxuriant ringlets. Her eyes—which some | 
writers, misled by a thousand blundering por- | 
traits of her scattered every where, conceive | 
tohave been gray, blue, or hazel—were of a | 
chesnut colour, darker, yet matching well with 
her auburn hair. Her brow was high, open | 

| 





| 
| 
| 


and permanent. Her lips were full and ex- 
pressive, as the lips of the Stuarts generally 
were and she had a small dimple in her chin. 
Her complexion was clear and very fair with- 
out a great deal of colour in her cheeks. Her 
mother was a woman of large stature and Mary 
was also above the common size. Her person 
was finely proportioned, and her carriage ex- | 
ceedingly graceful and dignified. 
OSS 


(From Eaton’s Survey of the Turkish Empire.) 
I saw in the eastern part of the Empire, a 
method of setting bones practised, which ap- 
ars to me rye | of the attention of surgeons 
in Europe. It is by enclosing the broken limb 
the bones are put in their places, in a 
case of plaster of Paris or gypstim which takes 





| cord the exploitsof military heroes. 


| exactly the form of the limb, without any 


pressure, and in a few minutes the mass is 
solid and strong. If it be a compound fracture, 
the place where the wound is, and out of whieh 
an exfoliated bone is to come, may be left un- 
covered, without diminishing the strength of 
the encasement. This substance may be ea- 


| sily cut with a knife, and removed and repla- 


ced with another. If when the swelling seb- 
sides the cavity is too large for the limb, a hole 
or holes being left, liquid gypaum plaster may 
be poured in, which will perfectly fill up the 
void and exactly fit the limb. “A hole may be 
made at first by placing an oiled cork or bit of 
wood against any part where it is required, and 
when the plaster is set is to be removed.— 
There is nothing in gypsum injurious, if it be 
free from lime ; it will soon become very dry 
and very light, and the limb may be bathed 
with spirits, which will penetrate through the 
covering. Spirits may be used instead of wa- 
ter, or mixed with it, or vinegar, at the first 
making of the plaster. 


WAYSIDE OPINIONS. 
Literary men, not unfrequently acquire fame 
from the accurate fidelity with which they re- 
The his- 


tories of mere, literary men, are confined and 


| distinct, those of military men ere found in the 


great histories of the world. 

Wearing mourning for deceased relatives is, 
in nine out of ten cases, known and atknow- 
ledged tobe from respect to the forms of the 
world, and not from real emotions of grief.— 
And yet this hypocritical fashion is universal, 
and we are all in town slaves to-it, except the 


Rev. Dr. Ely, of Philadelphia, who abjares it 


altogether. The uniform of woe is no relief to 
genuine sorrow. 

The want of passion is but another name for 
the want of sympathy and imagination. 

The structure of the haman frame proves 
“man a machine,” but this machine is so sub- 
limely planned in all the harmony and econom 
of its movements, that it proves also that it is 
the work of a divine architect. 

When an infidel conceals his belief, (or ra- 
ther his want of it,) his wrong notions will not 
be attacked, for no one offers physick to one in 
apparent.beelth, therefore Christians ought to 
rejoice he avowal of infidelity, for it gives 
opportunity to test the correctness of their 
principles. 

Sturmius, recommends the study of the ana- 
tomy of the eye, as a cure for atheism. To a 
savage, the Automaton Chess Player, would be 
matter of as great astonishment and wonder, as 
the animal structure to the philosopher; a mere 
portion of the corporeal part, does not prove a 
great deal; ’tis the contemplation of the mira- 
culous union of mind and matter, that over- 
shadows ‘vith the conviction of an Omnipotent 
and Supreme Being. 
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Poctick Department. 


FRAILTY AND FELICITY. 
“But man dieth and wasteth away : yea, man giveth 
up the ghost, and where is he ?”—Job xvi. 10. 
Born in anguish, nursed in sorrow, 
Journeying through a shadowy span, 
Fresh with health to-day—to-morrow 
Cold and lifeless—such is man. 
Scarce produced to light, ere dying, 
Like the fancied vision flying ; 
Scarcely budding forth when blighted ; 
Dust to dust again united. 


Richly shines the rainbow ee 
> Lightly laughs the morning 
“Sweetly smells the flow’ret blowing, 
Deeply rolls the mountain stream : 
But the heavenly bow hath faded, 
And the mérning beam is shaded, 
And to earth the flower has hasted, 
And the mountain stream is wasted. 





Yet though passed awhile, these lie not 
Ever in destruction’s chain, 
Though the flowers may fade, they die not, 
Spring shall.wake their buds again ; 
Morning smiles again shall brighten, 
And the storm the rainbow brighten, 
And the torrent (summer finished) 
Roll its waters undiminished. 


Man alone, when death hath bound him, 
Moulders in the silent grave; - 

Of the friends who once were round him, 
None to succour, none to save? 

Then when night and gloom assail thee, 
And thy strength and glory fail thee, 

Andthy boasted beauty waneth, 
Cold—in darkness—what remaineth? 


Cheering #plendour yet attends us, 
"Midst these scenes of deepest gioom : 

°Tis our hope in Christ defends us 
From the terrours of the tomb. 

When we leave this vale of sadness 
*Tis to share unmingled gladness , 

O the happy—happy greeting, 
Jesus—and our friends then meeting. 

Scr SCANS 


From the Saturday Evening Fost. 
THE PARTING BRIDE. 


Thy hour hath come, young bride, thy parting hour, 
When fate must bind thee to another-power, 
And the lov’d shadow of a parent’s wing, 

No more can aid thy playful wandering, 

No more can view thy young and guileless joy, 
Nor ward those ills which innocence annoy.— 
Why «lost thou weep? it is a happy spring 

That many another hour of love will bring, 
And higher pleasures than thou yet hast known, 
Why dost thou weep? thou art not yet a 
Canst thou not banish that unbidden tear, 

And be the joyous thing thou should’st appear ? 
Canst thou not check those soul dissolving sighs, 
And bid the per of the mind arise? 

Away, thy basband waits: away to tread, 

His soil, his clime, thy native land instead : 

Didst thou not choose? then ratify thy choice, 
And feel each fibre of thy soul rejoice, 


Alas! young bride, thou hast not yet the power 

To exile grief; it is thy natal dower ; 

The heart must beat when hopes blest scenes recede, 
And the torn feelings, rack’d to anguish, bleed ; 
Shall thine escape? ah! view those features now, 
Thy streaming eye, thy agonized brow.— 


ae, 


; Yet this is light to what thy senses feel, 
, Thou would’st, young bride, but canst not, all conceal, 


Thou’rt not alone in sorrow; look around, 

And see the many forms, which grief hath found ; 
Look, (if thou canst,) upon thy mother’s woe, 
Deeper than that which racks thy spirit so; 

Her loss, unlike to thine, has nought of gain 

To overpay with bliss, the hour of pain, 


| No dearer self, like that which welcomes thee, 
| Butsilent, lone, and viewless misery.— 

Look on thy father’s brow ; bends not that soul, 
| Which yet hath held its stern and high contro) ? 
| Sinks not its firm, and steady feeling now, 
| Beneath the weight of this o’erwhelming blow ? 


Away, young bride, this soon shall pass from thee, 


| And future joy repay thy misery ; 
' Thy guileless heart, thy young and budding charms, 


Pass to another’s long expectant arms, 
And all of earth that has the power to ‘Jess, 
Reward thy young and gentle loveliness.— 
Away, to other climes, away, away, 
Thy lover waits thee with impatient stay, 
Within his heart, thy treasured faith shall keep, 
Its holy vigils, til] th’ eternal sleep ;— 
There let thy tears of grief be eve: shed 
When mem’ry brings to view thy pleasures fled. 
And place each scion of thy sorrows there, 
Whilst thought of thine may love’s pure image wear, 
Whilst virtue’s smile to thy young heart is given, 
And earth retains thee, from thy native Heaven. 
ORASMYN. 
Rec cere 

From the N. Y. Evening Post. 

ON VISITING THE TOMB UF WASHINGTON. 
Oh holiest spot of earth !—O sacred gloom ! 
Shrine of departed greatness—glorious tomb ! 
Whete sleeps the dust of Freedom's favorite son, 
Who stood on earth unrivalled and alone. 


Thou, in thy simple grandeur, dost deride 

The pageant piles of monumental! pride, 

Which men have raised to names whose little day 
Of fame has perished.long and passed away. 


But thon, as ages roll, shalt ever be 

Great in thy lone and solemn majesty, 
While Freedom lives, to tell, in loftiest tone, 
Here rests the ashes of a WASHINGTON ! 


| And oft the youthfal patriot shall repair, 


To breathe of glory in this sacred air, 


| And form the high resolve, beneath the shade 
| Where once the Father of his country strayed, 


And still to gaze, and weep, and linger here, 
Onr country’s suns and daughters shal! appear, 


| And generous hearts with grateful feeling glow 
Long as these groves shall bloom, these waters flow! 


Hunterdon Co, N. J. 
ca cee 


VIRTUE. 
But let the world say what it will, 
Though sotrow mey awhile iutrade, 
Fair Wisdom’s voice is faithful still, 
Still, to be blest, is to be—good. 


ISABELLE. 


MARRIED—Iu Bridgewater, on the 16th instert, 


| by the Rev. Barzillia Streeter, the Rev. Ne~sow Doo- 


LITTLE, of Berkshire, New-York, to Miss CatHa- 
RINE STEPHENS, of the former place. 
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